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Got Treads?

   Due to a manufacturer’s shortfall, the U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Command recently 
issued Maintenance Advisory Message 07-010, which restricts the issue of new radial HMMWV 
tires for equipment in or heading to Southwest Asia. Other units will have their requests for 
HMMWV radial tires placed on backorder until more tires become available. So, where does 
this leave units outside SWA?   They might be able to use the older bias-ply tire if their vehicle 
is an M966, M998, M998A1, M996, M1025, M1026, M1037 or M1038. See the MAM for details.
   Here are a couple of precautions to keep in mind.  First, never mix radial and bias 
tires on the same vehicle. Second, never use radial tires on the eight-bolt bias rims. 
You can, however, use either radial or bias tires on the 12-bolt radial tire rim. Keep 
in mind that if you use a bias tire on a radial rim, you’ll also need to use a bias run-
flat and spacer kit as listed in the MAM. Third, never operate vehicles with tires past 
their wear limit. Finally, locally purchased tires such as Super Swamper tires create 
additional hazards and aren’t authorized for use on HMMWVs. For more information on 
unauthorized tires, see MAM 05-021 or contact your local logistics area representative.
   This problem might tempt some Soldiers to keep radial tires on their vehicles past the 
wear-out criteria referenced in MAM 07-010. Units might also try to use unauthorized tires 
that haven’t pass safety certification. Both of these additional hazards are unacceptable, 
and leaders at all levels must ensure any existing or replacement tires are up to standard.
   For more information on MAMs 05-021 and 07-010, see the U.S. Army 
Combat Readiness Center’s ground messaging Web site at https://crc.army.
mil/Guidance/cat.asp?iCat=569&iChannel=15&nChannel=Guidance.

---FYI
•Never use radial tires on bias rims. Eight-bolt rims are to be used with bias    
    tires only. Twelve-bolt rims can be used with either bias or radial tires.
•When using a bias tire on a radial rim, use a bias run-
flat and spacer kit as listed in MAM 07-010.
•When changing from radial to bias tires, all four tires and 
run-flats must be changed at the same time.
•Do not mix radial and bias tires on the same vehicle.
•Replace tires when they reach their wear limit.
•Use only approved bias or radial tires in accordance with MAM 05-021.
•Remeber to check the tires on your trailers, too.


